
Thursday Connections with SUD at DHS
Oct. 17, 2024



Agenda

3:00-3:05: Logistics and introductions

3:05-3:20: Team updates

3:20-3:40: Legislative Update

3:40-3:50: ASAM Enrollment

3:50-4:00: Q&A
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Meeting Logistics

• All attendees, except presenters, will remain muted

• To save bandwidth, please keep cameras off

• We will work to address all questions during the time allotted. 

• A summary of questions, comments and responses will be posted on 
the Thursday Connections with SUD webpage within one month of 
the meeting date.



Using Chat

1. Submit questions in the chat 

2. Questions submitted via chat will 
be addressed during Q&A portion 
of meeting

3. Post chat questions to everyone 
to allow for all attendees to see 
conversation

4. Refrain from using chat during 
presentations

Use chat feature to enter questions



SUD Unit Leadership at DHS

• Jen Sather, Deputy Director for Substance Use Disorder Services

• Kim Maley, Manager of SUD Recovery and Prevention Services

• Andrea Abel, Supervisor, Promotion, Prevention and Early Intervention Team 

• Nathaniel Dyess, Supervisor, SUD Reform Team 

• Amelia Fink, Supervisor, SUD Clinical Policy Team

• Chris Renville, Interim Supervisor, Behavioral Health American Indian Team

• Kate Toftness, Opioid Response Team Supervisor Interim



American Indian Team Updates

Chris Renville| American Indian Team Supervisor



AI Team Updates

• Hired a new Grant Manager, Pam Hughes started September 25 

• Hoping to soon hire a Work Out of Class for the last Grant Manager vacancy

• The American Indian Team Manager position has closed earlier this week

• The permanent American Indian Team Supervisor is currently posted



Opioid Response Team Updates

Kate Toftness| Opioid Response Team Supervisor- Interim



Opioid Response Team

• No updates at this time
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Reform and Redesign Team Updates

Nathaniel Dyess| Reform and Redesign Team Supervisor



SUD Reform & Redesign Team Updates – 
1115 SUD System Reform Demonstration Waiver 

• Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) granted MN a temporary 
extension of the 1115 SUD waiver, through June 30, 2025. 

• 127 nonresidential programs must certify an ASAM level of care by Jan. 1, 2025.  

• NEW streamlined ASAM Certification Checklist

• Providers seeking certification must first meet the following:
• 245G or 245F licensed  

• Have the 245G.20 co-occurring licensing designation

• Be enrolled as a Minnesota Health Care Programs (MHCP) provider

• Attend Virtual Office Hours for support in getting certified Thursdays at 2:00!

https://mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-providers/policies-procedures/alcohol-drug-other-addictions/1115-sud/


SUD Reform & Redesign Team Updates - 
ASAM Implementation

• ASAM Criteria 4th Edition textbook distribution will begin Fall 2024.

• Request for Proposal (RFP) for Evidence-Based Training

• RFP was released in May

• Proposal review complete

• ASAM Criteria Assessment Interview Guide

• Clinical Documentation Training PowerPoint

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/254B.191
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNDHS/bulletins/39b8109
https://5627605.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/5627605/asam-paper-criteria---edtitable-final-form.pdf
https://5627605.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/5627605/1115SUD%20Provider%20Training%20PPT%208.10.23-1.pptx


SUD Reform & Redesign Team Updates - 
ASAM Training & Support

• On-the-Spot: ASAM Integration and Application

• 3rd Friday at 11 am

• Open Office for SUD Portal Assistance

• 2nd Friday at 11 am

• November 8

• December 13

• ASAM Lunch & Learn Training Meeting

• 4th Wednesday at 12 pm

• October 23

• November 27

https://attcnetwork.org/event/on-the-spot-asam-integration-and-application-am-i-doing-this-right-27/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NmRiYjFlYjctNGEyMi00ZWMyLTlmNTktYzAwM2YwZWExYTJj%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25222393dc0f-4357-4a35-92b9-15c2c0f2dc43%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252256f60708-e17f-406d-8cca-a37e8c3f4b34%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CMolly.Lang%40state.mn.us%7Cf5cb71278553462f62e108dca6a319ed%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638568466646836311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A8y%2FI5OWwUUIVU9v9AB5mVLf1EbIFOpePt4Y%2FdMhJfc%3D&reserved=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzllYjI2YTItNTIyOS00NDY3LTk1OWMtYjE1Y2MwNzNkZWQ2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%222393dc0f-4357-4a35-92b9-15c2c0f2dc43%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2256f60708-e17f-406d-8cca-a37e8c3f4b34%22%7d


SUD Reform & Redesign Team Updates– 
Paperwork Reduction & Systems Improvement

• ASAM Readiness Tool in development

• A tool that organizations can use to self-assess their strengths and gaps in 
preparedness to integrate ASAM 4th edition

• Steering Committee Meetings 

• October focus: high-level overview of ASAM Readiness Tool & communication of 
transition plan

• November focus: identify and agree on possible ‘Quick Wins’ within the 
recommendations



SUD Reform & Redesign Team Updates – 
Community of Practice (CoP)

• SUD CoP Webpage  – provides overview, agendas, and summaries.

https://mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-providers/news-initiatives-reports-workgroups/alcohol-drug-other-addictions/sud-cop/


SUD Reform & Redesign Team Updates – 
1115 Reentry Demonstration

• The Minnesota Reentry Feasibility study was completed on Sept. 30

• 2024 Legislature directed DHS to apply to CMS for an 1115 Reentry 
Waiver with the expected application submission date of early 2025 

• Tribal consultation is being finalized for the tribal entity seat(s) for Reentry 
Working Group and for input on the tribal pilot site

• The county jail pilot sites will be determined by a competitive process. More 
information will be coming in future meetings

• An e-memo regarding the reentry waiver project has been sent to all DHS 
partners and providers

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2024/0/127/laws.48.12.0#laws.48.12.0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2024/0/127/laws.48.12.0#laws.48.12.0


SUD Reform & Redesign Team Updates –
Contingency Management MA Study

• Deliverables:
• Received & reviewed: Contingency Management Current Landscape Summary: Oct. 9

• Coverage, Cost, Policy, and Operations Options Summary: Dec. 4

• 1115 Waiver Application Components Report: March 27, 2025 

• Recommendations for a Monitoring Plan: May 9, 2025

• Providers & professionals with contingency management experience in Minnesota who 
are interested in participating as a key informant, please contact 
andrea.suker@state.mn.us.

• Statute reference: MN Laws 2023, Regular Session, Chapter 61, Article  4, Section 23 directed DHS to complete a Medical 
Assistance Behavioral Health System Transformation Study to evaluate the feasibility, potential design, and federal authorities 
needed to cover contingency management services under the medical assistance program.
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mailto:andrea.suker@state.mn.us
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2023/0/Session+Law/Chapter/61/?keyword_type=all&keyword=traditional+healing


SUD Reform & Redesign Team Updates –
Federal Block Grant Peer Review Process

• Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2024 ends Sept. 20, 2024

• An e-memo seeking professionals to assist with independent peer 
review to be released in October or November

• Please submit questions regarding the peer review process to 
sud.peer.review.dhs@state.mn.us

• Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 96.136
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mailto:sud.peer.review.dhs@state.mn.us
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-45/subtitle-A/subchapter-A/part-96/subpart-L/section-96.136


SUD Clinical Policy Team

Amelia Fink| SUD Clinical Policy Supervisor



SUD Clinical Policy Updates

• State Plan Amendment for OTP Bundled Rates posted (25-01) submitted to 
CMS

• DRAFT State Plan Amendment (24-0040) for ASAM Outpatient levels of care 
and 3% residential rate increase out for public comment 

• Proposed Updates to The ASAM Criteria, Fourth Edition, Adolescent Volume

• Feedback must be submitted through the online submission form in order to be considered. 

• ASAM Criteria Adolescent Volume Case Sketch Interest Survey
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https://mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-providers/news-initiatives-reports-workgroups/minnesota-health-care-programs/spa.jsp
https://mn.gov/dhs/assets/25-01-spa_tcm1053-642736.pdf
https://mn.gov/dhs/assets/24-40-ma-spa_tcm1053-647835.pdf
https://downloads.asam.org/sitefinity-production-blobs/docs/default-source/quality-science/adolescent-standards-public-comment-fall-2024-final.pdf?sfvrsn=75a87f59_1&asam.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.asam.org%2Ft%2Ft-l-sydxc-tyutkldylt-y%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camelia.fink%40state.mn.us%7Ceb3f19cb2a294d8147ff08dce17e9cbd%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638633181639931683%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QSQ5uv15tS4CA%2Fh66SihDH6pKmjomcvCg4N3%2B%2B%2BoVmQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.research.net/r/CLCLS89?asam.org


SUD Primary Prevention and Recovery Team

Andrea Abel| SUD Primary Prevention and Recovery Supervisor



SUD Primary Prevention and Recovery Team

• No updates at this time

Optional Tagline Goes Here | mn.gov/websiteurl



SUD Problem Gambling Team

Kim Maley| Manager of SUD Prevention and Recovery 



Request for Applicants for Advisory Task Force on 
Compulsive Gambling 

• DHS is looking for applicants for its new Advisory Task Force on Compulsive 
Gambling 

• There are 15 open seats across various categories including family/community members, 
tribal representatives, treatment /prevention providers, individuals with lived 
experience, and underserved community representatives. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
make a difference in your community!

• Apply here: Board/Commission Details (state.mn.us)

• Responsibilities include attending bi-monthly online meetings for 90 minutes and the 
chance to participate in outreach events or subcommittee meetings. Join us and play a 
vital role in shaping strategies for Gambling Disorder in Minnesota. 

• Email: dhs.problemgamblingprogram@state.mn.us with questions! 
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https://commissionsandappointments.sos.state.mn.us/Agency/Details/371
mailto:dhs.problemgamblingprogram@state.mn.us


SUD Harm Reduction Team

Kim Maley | Manager of SUD Recovery and Prevention



Harm Reduction Team Updates

• Outreach to Tribal Nations: On-site visits with White Earth, Leech Lake, Red 
Lake, Bois Forte, Fond du Lac, Grand Portage, Mille Lacs, Lower Sioux. 
Upcoming visits: Upper Sioux, Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux, Prairie Island 
and Urban Indian Organizations.

• Harm Reduction Vending Machines: Contracting process underway with 
Tribal Nations.

• Winter Safe Recovery Site RFP: Targeting release this winter, more details to 
come.

• Narcan Portal: Expected to re-open by year-end, with permanent funding 
secured.

10/17/2024 26



2025 Legislative Session
Behavioral Health Administration 

Gena Savage | BHA Legislative Director 



Note

• All the ideas we are highlighting today are considered DRAFT

• These ideas are still under discussion and consideration 

• No decisions have been made yet about what will be in the 2025 Governor’s 
budget, nor is this a comprehensive list of items the agency is considering 

• The November budget forecast, which will be released in early December, is the next big 
step in the budget development process
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Behavioral Health

• Increase MA rates for outpatient services and residential SUD services

• Implements the recommendations from the Outpatient Rate study, which recommends increasing 
rates for outpatient physical health services, mental health services and outpatient and residential SUD 
services

• SUD treatment service changes 

• Defines current individual and group services into three categories (psychotherapy, psychoeducation 
and recovery support services) to align with ASAM Criteria, 4th edition

• Invests in workforce development

• Creates new SUD practitioner position 

• Removes bachelor degree requirement for treatment coordinators 
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Behavioral Health

• Recovery Residence certification and workgroup
• Creates and funds a certification body for recovery residences, and studies national payment models 

for recovery residences

• Funding and research for problem gambling treatment
• Redirects current grant funding for the MN Alliance on Problem Gambling to a direct payment, and 

studies implications of transitioning from a grants-based payment system to a claims-based payment 
system

• Direct payments to Tribal Nations for SUD services 
• Based on feedback from Tribal Nations at the 2023 Tribal Summit and consultations, provides direct 

funding to Tribal Nations for withdrawal management and other SUD service needs

• Safe Recovery Sites Implementation 
• Provides legal protections in state law for potential grantees operating safe recovery sites, as well as 

individuals accessing its services
30



Thank You!

Gena Savage, gena.savage@state.mn.us 

mailto:gena.savage@state.mn.us


ASAM Level of Care Certification Process

SUD Reform & Redesign Team| Behavioral Health Administration

10/17/2024 Minnesota Department of Human Services | mn.gov/dhs 32



Certification

• Certification is attesting to and demonstrating ASAM fidelity

• Complete Checklist of Program and level of care requirements

• Assurance Statement

• Authority for ASAM levels of care now resides in 254B.19

10/17/2024 Minnesota Department of Human Services | mn.gov/dhs 33



Future of 1115 SUD Waiver

• CMS Standard Terms and Conditions

• Waive of IMD exclusion

• Federal Financial Participation

• Show Progress on Goals and Milestones

• Data, Monitoring, and Reporting

• End of 1115 enhanced rates 

10/17/2024 Minnesota Department of Human Services | mn.gov/dhs 34



Prerequisites

• Enrolled as a Minnesota Health Care Programs (MHCP) provider

• 245G or 245F licensed

• 245G.20 rising to co-occurring capable/enhanced

• All outpatient to Certify by January 1, 2025

10/17/2024 Minnesota Department of Human Services | mn.gov/dhs 35



How to Certify

• 1115 SUD System Reform Demonstration Website
• How to Enroll Tab

• Step Four
• (shortened!) ASAM Certification Checklist (DHS-7325)

• Office hours, mailbox, 1-on-1 sessions

• Timelines

10/17/2024 Minnesota Department of Human Services | mn.gov/dhs 36



ASAM Certification Checklist

10/17/2024 Minnesota Department of Human Services | mn.gov/dhs 37



ASAM Certification Checklist

10/17/2024 Minnesota Department of Human Services | mn.gov/dhs 38



ASAM Certification Checklist
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ASAM Certification Checklist

10/17/2024 Minnesota Department of Human Services | mn.gov/dhs 40



ASAM Certification Checklist

10/17/2024 Minnesota Department of Human Services | mn.gov/dhs 41



Thank you!

1115demonstration.dhs@state.mn.us

10/17/2024 Minnesota Department of Human Services | mn.gov/dhs 42
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Questions and Answers

What questions do you have 
for the SUD Unit today?
We will try to answer your questions at this 
meeting. 

Questions that require more research will be 
posted within one month on the Thursday 
Connections with SUD at DHS webpage.



Thank You! 

For updates about future meetings and responses to questions 
not answered during this meeting, please visit the Thursday 
Connections with SUD at DHS webpage. 

https://mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-providers/news-initiatives-reports-workgroups/alcohol-drug-other-addictions/thursday-connections-sud-dhs/
https://mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-providers/news-initiatives-reports-workgroups/alcohol-drug-other-addictions/thursday-connections-sud-dhs/
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