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Agenda

Time Topic

11-11:05 a.m. Overview and Objective of this RFP

11:05-11:15 a.m. Request Amounts, Funding Categories, Key Dates and Live Well at Home RFP Website

11:15-11:25 a.m. Online Application Portal- Applicant Tutorial and Applicant Responder

11:25-11:40 a.m. Proposal Requirements, Work Plan, Evaluation Plan and Nursing Facility Closure 
Preference

11:40-11:50 a.m. Budget

11:50 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Required Statements

12:15-12:30 p.m. Technical Assistance, Proposal Evaluation and Selection Process

12:30-1 p.m. Questions



Request for Proposal Overview and Objectives

• To develop and/or provide services for older Minnesotans to live and age in the 
community of their choice;

• By improving their community’s capacity to develop, strengthen, integrate, and 
maintain culturally competent home and community-based services for individuals 
65 and older;

• Proposals may include services that support solo agers, family, friends, and 
neighbors' caregiving.

• Live Well at Home grants are intended to stimulate innovation by providing one-
time, start-up funds to test new approaches in housing and home and community-
based services (HCBS) development, and to develop and support core HCBS 
providers.



Request Amounts and Grant Timeline Terms

Qualified applicants (referred to as “Responders”): includes non-profit, 
for-profit, governmental units, and Tribal Nations.

Available grant funds in SFY 2027:  $8,000,000

Proposed Grant Contract Terms:
 July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027
 July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2028  

Project Budget:  Submit one budget spreadsheet per project. Maximum grant 
request is $350,000 per year.



Funding Categories

Three Funding categories:

• Capital and Renovation grants ($350,000 or less per year)

• New construction, renovation, retrofitting, home modification, transportation, and technology

• Long-Term Services and Supports Development grants ($350,000 or less per year)

• Chore, homemaker, supporting family, friends and neighbors in caregiving, respite, transportation, 
chronic disease management, and other community supports

• Core Home and Community-Based Services ($40,000 - $60,000 per year)  

• Responders eligible for the core home and community-based services grants must be a core and 
home and community-based services provider as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 256.9754. 
Organizations funded under this category typically have an operating budget of $175,000 or less 
annually and serve a geographically limited area.

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/256.9754


Key Dates

March 6, 2026

• Responders’ questions submission 
deadline

March 16, 2026

• RFP frequently asked questions 
document post date

April 17, 2026, 4 p.m. Central Time

• Applications due

April 27, 2026

• Phase I denial notices sent to 
Responders

May 2026

• Review of applications

May and June 2026

• Contract negotiations

July 1, 2026

• SFY 2027 anticipated grant start



Department of Human Services – 
Live Well at Home Grant Website



Login Page 
for the Online Application Portal



Online Application-Preview



Applicant Tutorial



Collaborate Feature



Applicant Responder Info  



Applicant Responder Info Continued



Long-Term Services and Supports Section



Proposal Requirements



Core Home and Community-Based Services Section



Work Plan:  Objectives, Activities, and Outcomes



Work Plan continued



Work Plan continued with outcomes



Capital/Renovation Projects



Capital/Renovation Projects Section continued

In order for a Responder to demonstrate that it meets 
the requirements in Section 2.1. A. Category 1, 
responders must provide the following documents:

• Development Cost Worksheet – factor in prevailing 
wage rules if needed.

• Property Income Expense Worksheet
• One page summary of bid information or cost 

estimate; include the source.
• 8 ½” x 11” reduced scale drawing from which room 

sizes and other building details may be determined.
• 8 ½” x 11” reduced scale layout drawing showing basic 

site elements of existing structures and any new 
construction.



Evaluation Plan/Nursing Facility Closure Preference



Budget Section



Budget Section continued



Budget Template – Grant Funds Budget Detail

• Categories have stayed the same.
• Instruction links for your 

convenience. Information also found 
in the RFP.

• Please use whole dollars only. 
• Insert organization name at top as 

well as end date.
• Don’t delete formulas or optional 

budget column

Changes:
• End dates at top of budget
• 2 columns: one for each fiscal year. 



Budget Template – Match Funds Detail



Budget Template – Subcontract Detail



Budget Template – Budget Instructions



Required Statements



Required Statement-Responder Declarations



Required Statement-Responder Declarations 
continued



Required Statements-Principals



Required Statements Continued



Required Statements Section –Exception to Terms 
and Conditions



Required Statements Section –Disclosure of 
Funding



Required Statements Continued 2



Required Statements Section –Documentation to 
Establish Financial Stability



Required Statements Section –Documentation to 
Establish Financial Stability Continued



Required Statements – Professional Responsibility 
and Data Privacy



Technical Assistance

ElderCare Development Partnership (EDP) 

• There are several potential sources of technical assistance (TA) for persons developing 
Live Well at Home proposals. The ElderCare Development Partnership (EDP) organizations 
can provide valuable information about service gaps, existing funding streams and current 
programs as well as suggestions concerning program concepts and application strategies. 

• EDP is a state-funded program to provide TA to local providers to develop and implement 
service delivery models in line with the State’s long-term services and supports policy 
directions.  EDPs have a specific responsibility to assist and advise interested parties with 
Live Well at Home applications.  

ElderCare Development contacts website

https://mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-providers/contact-us/aging/eldercare-contacts/
https://mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-providers/contact-us/aging/eldercare-contacts/


Eldercare Development Partnership

Area Agencies on Aging Counties 
Arrowhead Area Agency on Aging Aitkin, Carlton, Cook, Itasca, Koochiching, Lake, St. Louis

Central Minnesota Council on Aging
Benton, Cass, Chisago, Crow Wing, Isanti, Kanabec, Mille Lacs, Morrison, 
Pine, Sherburne, Stearns, Todd, Wadena, Wright

Metropolitan Area Agency on Aging 
(Trellis) Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott, Washington

Minnesota River Area Agency on Aging

Big Stone, Blue Earth, Brown, Chippewa, Cottonwood, Faribault, Jackson, 
Kandiyohi, Lac Qui Parle, Le Sueur, Lincoln, Lyon, Martin, McLeod, 
Meeker, Murray, Nicollet, Nobles, Pipestone, Redwood, Renville, Rock, 
Sibley, Swift, Waseca, Watonwan, Yellow Medicine

Northwest Regional Development 
Commission / Dancing Sky Area 
Agency on Aging

Becker, Beltrami, Clay, Clearwater, Douglas, Grant, Hubbard, Kittson, Lake 
of the Woods, Mahnomen, Marshall, Norman, Otter Tail, Pennington, Polk, 
Pope, Red Lake, Roseau, Stevens, Traverse, Wilkin

Southeastern Minnesota Area Agency 
on Aging

Dodge, Fillmore, Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston, Mower, Olmsted, Rice, 
Steele, Wabasha, Winona



Proposal Evaluation and Selection Process

All responsive Proposals received by the deadline will be evaluated by the State. Proposals will be 
evaluated on “best value” as specified below. The evaluation will be conducted in three phases:
• Phase I - Required Statements Review (page 25 section 5.3)

• The Required Statements will be evaluated on a pass or fail basis.  Responders must 
"pass" each of the requirements identified in Section 3.3 to move to Phase II. Phase I 
denial notices will be sent to identified Responders by April 27, 2026.

• Phase II - Evaluation of Technical Requirements of Proposals (page 25 section 5.3)
• The evaluation team will review the components of each responsive Proposal submitted. 

Each component will be evaluated on the Responder's understanding and the quality and 
completeness of the Responder's approach and solution to the problems or issues 
presented.



Proposal Evaluation and Selection Process continued

• Points have been assigned as follows to each of the component areas described in Section 5.3 of RFP.

• Phase III – Selection of the successful Responders. 
• Only the Proposals found to be responsive under Phases I and II will be considered in Phase III.
• The evaluation team will review the scoring in making its recommendations of the successful Responder(s). 
• STATE may submit a list of detailed comments, questions, and concerns to one or more Responders after the 

initial evaluation. STATE may require said response to be written, oral, or both. STATE will only use written 
responses for evaluation purposes. The total scores for those Responders selected to submit additional 
information may be revised as a result of the new information. 



Proposal Feedback

If your application was not selected, applicants may contact Miranda Unruh, 
miranda.unruh@state.mn.us, after Aug. 1, 2026, for feedback on your application for this 
funding cycle.

mailto:miranda.oliver@state.mn.us


Important Items to Remember 

• Review the online application early.
• View the online application tutorials including the time-saving features: Collaborator 

options (if appropriate).
• Create a grant application checklist.
• Contact your area ElderCare Development Partnership.
• Review Special Focus areas and evaluation of content in your application (review RFP 

pages 12 and 26).
• All Required Statements must be complete and in the correct Application areas to pass 

Phase I.
• Write your proposal in simple, plain language.
• Double check that you have completed all questions, form fields, and completed all 

required form uploads BEFORE you hit submit.



Important Items to Remember Continued 

• Review the nursing facility closure list (PDF) and cite a closure that can be associated 
with your project.

• Budget spreadsheet– Use the Microsoft Excel spreadsheet for State Fiscal Year 2027 
(7/1/2026 – 6/30/2027 or 6/30/2028). A link is in the application.

• Match – Remember, the required financial match to this grant is a 50% match. For 
example, if your Live Well at Home grant funds request is $50,000, your secured 
matching funds amount must be $50,000. State funds are not an allowable match. 

• Follow all the instructions on what is required in each section.
• Allow yourself the appropriate amount of time to complete the application.  
• Before submitting, thoroughly review and complete all Required Statements.

https://mn.gov/dhs/assets/Nursing%20Facility%20Closures%202025_final_tcm1053-720050.pdf


Questions

• Email questions to Miranda.unruh@state.mn.us by March 
6, 2026, at 4 p.m.

• Live Well at Home Frequently Asked Questions document 
will be posted on the DHS Live Well at Home Grant 
website with the intent that they will be posted by 4 
p.m. on March 16, 2026.

• Apply for a Live Well At Home grant website 

mailto:Miranda.unruh@state.mn.us
https://mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-providers/grants-rfps/live-well/apply-for-live-well-grant/
https://mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-providers/grants-rfps/live-well/apply-for-live-well-grant/


Thank You!

Kris Kuhlmann
kris.h.kuhlmann@state.mn.us

Miranda Unruh
miranda.unruh@state.mn.us

Apply for a Live Well at Home grant website

Tara Dean
tara.dean@state.mn.us

Hajarat Mudashir
hajarat.mudashir@state.mn.us

mailto:kris.h.kuhlmann@state.mn.us
mailto:miranda.oliver@state.mn.us
https://mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-providers/grants-rfps/live-well/apply-for-live-well-grant/
mailto:tara.dean@state.mn.us
mailto:Hajarat.mudashir@state.mn.us
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